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THE OCEANS
WATCHING OVER
AMMERHEADS SWIM IN THE PACIFIC near 
the Galapagos Islands, where poachers kill sharks in a 
marine reserve, hacking off their fins for a soup 
considered a delicacy in Chinese cultures. The fish are 
then thrown back in the water to suffer a slow, painful death. In 
2013, HSUS and Humane Society International campaigns 
helped shrink the market for a product that causes the deaths 
of up to 73 million sharks a year and is driving several of 
these keystone species toward extinction. New York—the sec-
ond-largest U.S. market behind California—banned the posses-
sion, sale and distribution of fins, and we led efforts resulting 
in similar bans in Delaware and Maryland. Overseas, India 
and the European Union approved a requirement that fishermen 
land sharks with their fins attached. 
Also with HSI encouragement, the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species approved protections 
for several types of sharks and manta rays, marking the first 
time in the organization’s 40-year history that marine species 
with high commercial value have come under the treaty’s 
safeguards. The action came as CITES also agreed to new 
protections for more than 40 species of freshwater turtles and 
tortoises. 
Iris Ho, HSI wildlife program manager, says the days when 
people thought nothing of ordering expensive shark fin soup for 
special occasions are over. In 2013, Hong Kong announced it 
would no longer serve the soup at official functions, following an 
earlier decree by China. “It’s a momentum that keeps building. 




RAY WOLVES, and the tight bonds formed by pack members, are under 
fire. With Endangered Species Act protections lifted in several states, more 
than 2,000 members of this fragile species have been lost to hunters. In Mich-
igan, we helped collect more than 250,000 signatures for a ballot initiative 
that will enable voters to cancel the state’s hunt. “It’s shoot first, ask questions later,” 
says wolf advocate Nancy Warren. “We think that’s the wrong way to go. Wolves belong 
to all of us.”
Maine voters will have the chance to protect bears, as we launched a ballot initiative 
to end bear hounding, baiting and trapping. In South Carolina, following a three-year 
HSUS push and an extensive law enforcement investigation, bear baying ended in the 
state and six captive black bears used in baying events were moved to sanctuary. An 
HSUS undercover investigation had previously exposed the competitions, in which teth-
ered bears are attacked by dogs while spectators cheer. 
We also led efforts behind a historic California law requiring hunters to use lead-free 




































Pro-animal state laws passed in 
2013, including an Arkansas  
ban on future private possession  
of apes and some monkeys  
as pets and laws in New York and 
Vermont that prohibit captive 
hunting of certain species
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